
HOOD RIVER COUNTY 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Excellence. Every student. Every day. 

MINUTES OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

February 9, 2022 

REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING AND CALL TO ORDER — 6:34 P.M. 
The Hood River County School District (HRCSD) regular board meeting was called to order at 6:34 p.m. 
by Board Chair, Chrissy Reitz, in a virtual google meets meeting. The meeting was available as a 
livestream at https://www.hoodriver.k12.or.us/boardmeetings.  

The following board members were present virtually: 
Chrissy Reitz, Chair 
Corinda Hankins Elliott 
Brandi Sheppard 
Jen Kelly 
Barb Hosford 

The following board members were absent: 
Tom Scully 
Julia Garcia-Ramirez, Vice Chair 

The following members of the superintendent's cabinet were present virtually: 
Rich Polkinghorn, Superintendent 
Doug Holmes, Executive Director of Finance 
Catherine Dalbey, Executive Director of Human Resources 
Bill Newton, Executive Director of Curriculum and Instruction 
Anne Carloss, Executive Director of Student Services 
Patricia Ortega Cooper, Executive Director of Equity and Family Engagement 

The following HRCSD staff/community members were present virtually: 
Tod Hilstad, Meghan West, 

I. REVIEW/REVISION OF AGENDA - 6:35 P.M 
Superintendent Polkinghorn shared a revised personnel report had been added to the board packet. 

II. SUPERINTENDENT AND BOARD COMMUNICATION - 6:36 P.M. 
Superintendent Rich Polkinghorn shared the following information with the Board: 
Black History Month  
Polkinghorn shared that February is Black History Month. He encouraged the board, staff and 
community members to dig in and learn about the many and wondrous contributions Black Americans 
have made to our country. He recommended reading Frederick Douglass's autobiography "Narrative of 
the Life of Frederick Douglass." 

Hood River County School District Board of Directors Meeting Minutes, February 9, 2022 	 Page I of 7 



Chinese New Year 
Polkinghorn shared that February also is an important month in Chinese culture and many other asian 
cultures. The Spring Festival - commonly referred to as Chinese New Year or Lunar New Year was 
February 1st, but the celebration goes on for days. He shared 2022 is the year of the Tiger and that 
Chinese New Year is one of the most important holidays in Chinese culture. Polkinghorn noted that there 
is a prominent Asian community in Hood River and the Gorge, many with Chinese ancestry. 

Sean Fitzsimons Olympics 2022  
Polkinghorn shared the Olympics have been carrying on over the past couple weeks in Beijing. He noted 
he knew many people in Hood River watch our own Sean Fitzsimons compete in the slopestyle 
competition earlier this week. He finished an impressive 12th place overall. Polkinghorn noted next 
week, we get to watch him compete in the Big Air competition. He wished Sean good luck and stated he 
has the entire Hood River and Gorge communities behind him, cheering him on! 

COVID Update  
Polkoinghorn shared on Monday the Oregon Health Authority and the Oregon Department of Education 
announced that the state will be lifting the requirement that masks be worn indoors in schools. This rule 
change will take place on March 31. OHA may lift the general statewide indoor masking rule before 
March 31, however, the separate school mask rule will remain in effect until March 31. After March 31, 
the mask rule will remain in effect for students riding school district provided transportation. This is a 
federal rule, not a state rule. 

Nevertheless, Polkinghorn said the district is excited about this possibility and looking forward to taking 
the first step in making this decision, which is to consult with the Hood River County Health Department. 
He noted that has been the district's practice throughout this pandemic. Per 01-IA and ODE guidance, 
school districts and local public health authorities can set metrics for a return to masks and make rules to 
impose masks if/when they are determined to be necessary. 

Polkinghorn shared that after he is able to consult with the health department, the district will gather and 
analyze input from key stakeholders within the school community, including students, staff, and parents. 
There is a newsletter going out tomorrow evening that provides parents an opportunity to provide their 
input and ask questions via Thought Exchange. Polkinghorn said the district will have the time needed to 
make an informed decision about what is the best course of action for the health and safety of students, 
staff and the community. The next board meeting is a work session, but the following board meeting on 
March 9 the district will be prepared to share the updated Ready Schools, Safe Learners Resiliency 
framework with the board and community. 

III. RECOGNITION & GOOD NEWS - 6:43 P.M. 
Director of Human Resources Catherine Dalbey recognized STEM Educators in the district. Amy Foley 
was nominated and selected as the 2021 STEM Educator of Year, the award was from the Gorge Tech 
Alliance(GTA). Dalbey also recognized the Columbia Gorge STEM Hub - Micro Grant Awardees as 
follows: Sally Anderson, John Trimble, Kathryn Davis, Kim Yasui, Sara Cromptom, Kerri Convery, Lisa 
Albrecht, Tia Wells, Jamie Carr, and David Clarkson. 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT/HEARING OF DELEGATIONS OR VISITORS - 6:52 P.M. 
A full video recording of public comment was recorded and is available at this link: 
https://www.hoodriver.k12.or.us/boardmeetings. Below is a list of who gave public comment and the 
topic they spoke on: 
Gene Jones - Mandates, Social Engineering in Schools 
Abby Rankin - Eagle Learning Community (ELC) 
Melody Buckley - Education/SEL 
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Carol A Hoffmann - Revisiting Education 
Laurie Holmes - Hood River Options Academy 

V. CONSENT AGENDA - 7:19 P.M. 
All items listed below were matters considered by the Board of Directors to be routine and were enacted 
by one motion. There was no separate discussion of these items. The Consent Agenda consisted of the 
following items: 

a. Regular Business Meeting Minutes for January 26, 2022 
b. Human Resources Report/Personnel Action 

A motion was made by Brandi Sheppard to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. It was seconded by 
Corinda Hankins-Elliott and unanimously approved 4-0. (Barb Hosford was offline for the vote) 

VI. REPORTS & DISCUSSIONS — 7:20 P.M. 

A. Columbia Gorge Education Service District (CGESD) Local Service Plan 
CGESD Superintendent Pat Sublette presented the CGESD Local Service Plan to the board. She 
explained that Columbia Gorge ESD works to increase and improve programs and funding that support 
students and families in Hood River and Wasco Counties. In Hood River County School District 
(HRCSD) the STEM Hub, Playworks, early learning, parenting education and beginning teacher 
mentoring are some of the initiatives facilitated by CGESD. Sublette shared the mission of Columbia 
Gorge ESD is to assist Hood River and Wasco County School districts and the Department of Education 
in achieving Oregon's educational goals by providing equitable, high quality, cost effective and locally 
responsive educational services at a regional level. She stated one method used to ensure services are 
responsive to local district needs is the Local Service Plan. 

B. Hood River Options Academy Strategic Plan Alignment 
Principal Kelly Running of the Hood River Options Academy (HROA) provided the board with a 
mid-year update on the HROA programming for the 2021-22 school year. Running shared a list of 
positives for this year including the HROA building was open for support, advisory student success, 
concentrated instructional support, enrichment opportunities, and building support for engagement. 
Running shared HROA's Continuous Improvement Plan Goals for their 9th-12th grade are for students to 
earn credits towards graduation. She shared that some students are in the GED Prep Program, Modified 
Diploma, Standard Oregon or "Alternative Programs" Diplomas. 

Running shared that HROA's Mission is to return to establishing the program. She stated that HROA will 
be a program that serves two purposes being 1) Students who would benefit from a campus advisory 
program that specializes in supporting students who are challenged by the traditional school structure and 
2) Students who desire an independent virtual learning environment with some support. She looks 
forward to continuing to develop the programs provided by HROA guided by their mission statement. 

C. First Reading of Board Policies 
Human Resources Director Catherine Dalbey provided information on the first reading of the following 
Board Policies: 

• BD/BDA - Board Meetings 
• BDDH - Public Comment at Board Meetings 
• CM - Compliance and Reporting on Standards 
• DJC - Bidding Requirements 
• IA - Instructional Goals 
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• 1B - Freedom of Expression 
• JFC - Student Conduct 
• IGBHA - Alternative Education Programs 
• IGBI - Bilingual Education 
• IGDJ - School and Interscholastic Athletics (Delete) 
• IGDJ - Interscholastic Activities (Proposed) 

D. On Time Graduation Report 
HRVHS Principal Columba Jones provided the board an update on Hood River Valley High School 
graduation rates. Jones shared the class of 2021 had gone through many different changes through the last 
few years. She shared charts on HRVHS graduation rates in comparison to other Oregon schools similar 
in size and demographics. She shared a growth trend in graduation rates from 2013-14 to 2020-21. Jones 
highlighted the graduation rates of students who completed CTE course pathways. 

VII. ACTION ITEMS — 8:36 P.M. 

A. Adopt Resolution #21-22/04 CGESD Local Service Plan 
Superintendent Rich Polkinghorn presented resolution #21-22/04 to the board for their approval. He 
reiterated what CGESD Superintendent Pat Sublette shared early in the meeting regarding the plan. The 
Local Service Plan described the services that are provided by CGESD to each district within the CGESD 
region during the 2022-23 school year. These services use state school dollars and local taxes allocated to 
CGESD and spent on behalf of each district within the service region. Any remaining allocated funds not 
delivered in services are sent to districts in the form of flow-through dollars. 

A motion was made by Corinda Hankins-Elliott to approve Resolution 21-22/04 CGESD Local Service 
Plan as presented. It was seconded by Brandi Sheppard and approved 5-0. 

B. Approve the Hood River Valley High School Curriculum Guide 
HRVHS Principal Columba Jones and Vice Principal Kyle Roselle brought forward the curriculum 
planning guide for Hood River Valley High School to the board for approval. He shared the process of 
selecting and creating the interactive planning guide. Rosselle shared once this was finalized it would be 
posted to the website and accessible by students and families. 

A motion was made by Corinda Hankins-Elliott to approve the HRVHS Academic Planning Guide. It 
was seconded by Barb Hosford and approved 5-0. 

C. Accept the Hood River County Education Foundation 2022 Impact Grants 
Director of Curriculum and Instruction Bill Newton shared information on the grants awarded to the 
Hood River County School District. The Hood River County Education Foundation (HRCEF) supports 
the Hood River County School District (HRCSD) through funding impactful and innovative educators 
and/or student-designed projects that exemplify excellence in education. He shared that HRCEF strives to 
support impactful projects that enrich student learning through direct academic benefit, staff development, 
and/or non-academic learning opportunities. This year, Newton noted that HRCEF is funding 18 
individual grant applications for a total of $41,579.31 grants awarded. 

• Hood River Valley High School: $10,623.45 for five grants 
• Hood River Middle School: $8,774.61 for five grants 
• Parkdale Elementary School: $5,171.16 for three grants 
• Wy'east Middle School: $9,110 for two grants 
• Hood River Middle School and Wy'east Middle School: $3,900 for one shared grant 
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• Elementary FAB bus: $2,000 for one grant 
• Cascade Locks Elementary School: $2,000 for one grant 

A motion was made by Corinda Hankins-Elliott to accept the Hood River County Education Foundation 
2022 Impact Grants for a total of $41,579.31 as presented. It was seconded by Brandi Sheppard and 
unanimously approved 5-0. 

D. Acceptance of Donations 
Chair Chrissy Reitz read the list of generous donations: 

- Ryan Broch of Impact Jui Jitsu donated mouthguards valued at $920 to Hood River Middle School 
Athletics. 
- Anderson Piano Service donated equipment valued at $1,000 to the STEM shop program at Hood River 
Middle School. 
- Dutch Bros donated 45 $5 giftcards valued at $225 for reading intervention classes at Hood River 
Middle School. 
- The Next Door, Inc donated $500 for the beautification of grounds at Hood River Options Academy. 
- Hood River Education Foundation donated $15,000 for the Opportunity Grant at Hood River Valley 
High School. 

A motion was made by Brandi Sheppard to accept the generous donations as presented. It was seconded 
by Corinda Hankins-Elliott and unanimously approved 5-0. 

X. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS — 9:10 P.M. 

Director Barb Hosford  - 
Director Hosford shared it is National School Counselor Week and noted it would be nice to recognize the 
school counselors and all that they do for students. She congratulated the STEM-Hub Grant winners and 
noted that was a positive highlight of the meeting. Hosford shared she agreed with Director Kelly and is 
anxious to unveil masks. She stated her opinion would be to start with K-6 and athletes. Hosford noted 
there will still be a personal option for mask wearing for everyone. Hosford referenced the HRV Talon's 
video about student's views on trimester. She recommended board members watch the HRV Talon's 
weekly videos. Hosford gave a shout to teachers and thanked them for their work. 

Director Brandi Sheppard  
Director Sheppard appreciated seeing the academic planning guide noting what a great resource it is. She 
thanked the Education Foundation for their grants. She noted she is looking forward to March 31 for the 
lifting of the mask mandate. 

Director Corinda Hankins-Elliott 
Director Hankins-Elliott thanked the STEM-Hub for their grants and support of district programs. She 
noted excitement seeing the graduation data and she loved seeing the academic planning guide. 
Hankins-Elliott noted the offerings and pathways provided by the district in a small rural community is 
amazing. She noted there is a lot of scientific data that is being followed during the pandemic that guides 
decisions by the Oregon Health Authority, Hood River County Health Department and the district. 
Hankins-Elliott noted the community has weathered this surge and kept children in school due to the 
mitigation layers put in place. She noted as a health care professional she feels it's important to keep 
students learning in person in a healthy and safe way. She thanked the district administration for all their 
work and continued planning during continued changes being brought forth. 
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Director Jen Kelly  
Director Kelly shared she is looking forward to March 31st and hopes the district can work with the 
county to lift the mask mandate. She stated she is hopeful that student's will be given the choice and 
respected for whatever choice they make in regards to mask wearing. 

Director Chrissy Reitz 
Director Reitz appreciated all the discussion had at the meeting. She noted the incredible support that is 
given to the district from the community. She thanked the community for all the support and noted the 
district couldn't do what they do without that support. Reitz noted for a town this size the amount of 
offerings are fantastic. She noted the next meeting is a board work session, and there will be no public 
comment at the work session. She shared that work sessions are public meetings and will be live-streamed 
and available to the public like normal board meetings. 

ADJOURNMENT — 9:25 P.M. 
Chair Reitz adjourned the meeting at 9:25 P.M. 
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Board Meeting Voting 

Chart 
Date: Feb 9, 2022 Time: 6:30pm 

MOTION 

NUMBER Local 
1. Consent Agenda 

2. Adopt Resolution 

21-22/04 CGESD 
Service Plan 

3. Approve HRVHS 

Curriculum Guide 

4. Accept HRCEF 
 

Grants 

Position Name ATTENDANCE Aye No Abstain Aye No Abstain Aye No Abstain Aye No Abstain 
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Position 2 Barb Hosford  
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Garcia-Ramirez 

Position 5 Tom Scully 

Position 6 Brandi Sheppard Ne/  v7  ,i-  ,-.9 .,/ 
Position 7 
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at Large 

Jen Kelly "t7 N7 ‘, si N7 

Motion made by: Brandi Sheppard 
Corinda 

Hankins-Elliott 
Corinda Hankins-Elliott 

Corinda 
Hankins-Elliott 

Seconded by: Corinda Hankins-Elliott Brandi Sheppard Barb Hosford Brandi Sheppard 

5. Acceptance of 

Donations 

Position Name Aye No Abstain 

Position 1 Chrissy Reitz  

Position 2 Barb Hosford N7 

Position 3 
Corinda Hankins 

Elliott 

,,,, 

Position 4 
Julia 
Garcia-Ramirez 

Position 5 Tom Scully 

Position 6 Brandi Sheppard  

Position 7 
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at Large 

Jen Kelly "s7 

Motion made by: Brandi Sheppard 

Seconded by: 
Corinda 

Hankins-Elliott 
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